
Introduction to Economic Geography 
Geography 016 – Fall 2017 

 
Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 – 10:15 AM 

Location: Atwood Hall 302 
 
Instructor: Dr. Jim Murphy 

Office:  Jefferson Academic Center #101     E-Mail: jammurphy@clarku.edu  
Phone:  508-793-7687       Office hours: T  12:30 – 2:00 PM 
                   Th  10:30 – 11:30 AM
                     
Teaching Assistant:  Dan Santos 
Office:  Geography Building, Room 102A    E-Mail: dansantos@clarku.edu  
             Office hours: M   1:00 – 2:00 PM 
                   W   12.00 – 1.00 PM
                  
Course Overview 

Economic geography is the study of the spatial relationships, distributions, patterns, flows, connections, 
and geographic trends of all things ‘economic.’  The term ‘economic’ is used in a broad sense here and 
describes not only the forces and factors that lead to the production, distribution, and consumption of 
resources, goods, and services, but also to the social, cultural, political, and environmental dimensions and 
consequences of markets, economies, and business practices.  In applying this broad-brush definition of the 
economic, this course takes as a jumping off point the notion that we live in a world whose societies, 
cultures, governments, and environmental relationships are most significantly shaped by the mechanisms 
and influences of global capitalism.  Thus in order to fully understand economic processes (i.e., production, 
distribution, and consumption) it is essential that we not isolate or separate them from the political, 
cultural, social, and ecological contexts through and within which they are situated.  This sort of in-depth 
contextual understanding is what economic geographers seek to achieve in their applied and scholarly 
work and getting you to think about the ‘economic’ in such a manner is a key objective of this course.  The 
course surveys two broad themes from an economic geography perspective. 

Theme #1:  Locations and distributions of economic activities and industries – We will examine the 
geographical factors influencing land-use decisions in rural areas and explore basic theories relating 
transportation costs and market location to agricultural production.  We will then explore issues in 
industrial location and evolution.  Distributions, concentrations, and trends in agriculture, manufacturing, 
and services will be reviewed and their regional characteristics explored.  An essay assignment on 
industrial location will be given in relation to this theme.   

Theme #2:  Flows, interconnections, multinational corporations, social and institutional factors, and 
uneven development in the global economy – We will examine the geographical influences on 
technological change and innovation, the nature of urban and regional economic systems, global trade and 
investment flows, value chains, the characteristics and strategies of transnational or multinational 
corporations, and the socio-spatial dimensions of economic activities.  The course will then close with an 
assessment of economic development processes and challenges as we evaluate the geographical 
unevenness of development. 

Approach  & Objectives 

This is an introductory survey course of the field of economic geography but one in which I expect you to 
prepare for each class meeting and to participate whenever the materials presented are unclear or 
whenever you have a comment, disagreement, etc.  To help you better prepare to participate, I will post 
power point slides for each lecture on our Moodle web site (https://moodle.clarku.edu/).     

mailto:jammurphy@clarku.edu
mailto:dansantos@clarku.edu
https://moodle.clarku.edu/
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Course Readings  

We will draw heavily on the following book and PDF copies of assigned chapters will made available on 
the Moodle website for the course. 

Aoyama, Y., Murphy, J.T., and S. Hanson (2010) Key Concepts in Economic Geography, London: Sage 

Publications. 

Additional readings will also be posted on Moodle and it will greatly improve your comprehension of the 
course materials if you consistently read a respectable and globally informed periodical on economic issues.  
Examples include: The Financial Times (www.ft.com), The Economist (www.economist.com), The Wall Street 
Journal (www.wsj.com), The New York Times (www.nytimes.com), or The Washington Post 
(www.washingtonpost.com).  Your ability to speak about the reading materials through the lens of current 
events will be greatly appreciated and rewarded in your participation grade. 

Assignments 

1) Industrial Location Essay – (15% of total grade) - Details on the assignment will be provided in class.  
Assignment will be handed out on October 3, 2017 and is due on October 17, 2017.  This will be a 4-5 
page essay (double spaced, 12 point font). 

2) Three In-Class Exams (each worth 20% of total grade) – Three in-class (i.e., 75 minute) exams based on 
the materials from the preceding thirds of the course..  Exams will be given in class on Tuesday 
September 26, 2017 (weeks 1-4), Tuesday October 31, 2017 (weeks 5-9), and Thursday December 7, 
2017 (weeks 10-14). 

3) Geographies of Globalization Essay – (15% of total grade) - Details on the assignment will be 
provided in class.  Assignment will be handed out on November 7, 2017 and is due on November 28, 

2017.  This will be a 4-5 page essay (double spaced, 12 point font). 

4) Participation – Attendance and in-class contributions (10% of total grade)  

Participation will be assessed in two ways:  1) attendance and 2) a student’s contribution to classroom 
discussion.  Attendance will be worth up to 28 points out of the 100 points of your overall participation 
grade.  The professor and T/A will take a roll call at the beginning of each class and you are entitled to 2 
unexplained absences for the entire semester.  After these two absences, we will deduct 4 points from the 
attendance portion of your participation grade (out of 28 total) for each additional absence.  After 6 
absences (total), the attendance portion of your participation score will automatically revert to zero.   

The second component of your participation grade relates to your contributions to classroom discussions 
and to your ability to respond to questions when asked.  For each lecture, students who choose to respond, 
comment, or raise a question will receive anywhere from zero (0) to four (4) points (recorded as a zero, 
check minus (1), check (2), or check plus (4)) toward their participation grades for that class period 
depending on the quality and depth of their responses/comments/questions.  In order to receive the full 
four (4) points, you must respond coherently, directly, and in a manner that indicates your familiarity with 
and comprehension of the reading materials.  If it is a question you are posing it should be somewhat 
specific and indicative of your having familiarity and some comprehension of the reading materials.  If 
voluntary participation is a problem, I will select students to respond or comment on questions or 
presentation materials.  Finally, if you prefer to pose questions or make comments more discretely, you 
may email them to the professor an hour or more before class such that we may respond to them during the 
meeting.   

The bottom line is this:  If you participate effectively and frequently, you will receive the maximum of 72 
points toward your participation grade.  When this 72 points is combined with the attendance maximum of 
28 points, you get the 100 points total for participation.  More importantly, you and your classmates will 
learn more and get more out of the course. 

http://www.ft.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.wsj.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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Any student who wishes to observe a religious holiday, family function, or other special event must 
inform Dr. Murphy within the first two weeks of the semester of his or her intent to observe the 
occasion, even when the exact date of the holiday or event will not be known until later.   

Evaluation & Grading 

Essays will be evaluated based on the following three criteria: 

1. Content – accuracy, sourcing    40% of grade 
2. Clarity of argument – organization, writing quality 30% of grade 
3. Creativity – sophistication of argument   30% of grade 

Summary of the grading breakdown for the semester: 

Industrial location essay    15% 
In-class examinations (3) – 20% each  60% 
Economic geography essay   15% 
Participation      10% 

Grade distribution (percentage of total score of all assignments – percentages will be rounded up or down 
to the nearest integer – a 0.5 gets rounded up) 

A+ = 99 – 100 %  B+ = 87 – 89  C+ = 77 – 79  D+ = 67- 69     F = < 60 
A    = 93 – 98  B   = 83 – 86  C   = 73 – 76  D   = 63 - 66    
A-  = 90-92  B-  = 80 – 82  C-  = 70 – 72  D-  = 60 – 62   

General Classroom Policies 

It is of paramount importance that the classroom environment be conducive to lectures, discussions, 
questions, and debates.  This can only be the case if there is an atmosphere of inclusion, fairness, and 
mutual respect both between and among the students and between the professor and the students.  Please 
contribute to the creation of such an environment by following a few simple rules.  1) Turn off all phones 
when entering the classroom; 2) Be on time and if you unavoidably have to be late enter and sit down 
quietly in the back of the room; 3) Raise your hand when you would like to ask a question or respond to a 
comment; 4) Please do not make personal comments about others or their opinions even if you disagree 
strongly with a comment – address the content of their comment only; 5)  Hand in only “hard copies” of 
assignments – emails or emailed attachments will not be accepted as completed work; and 6)  Submit your 
completed assignments when they are due.  The attached assignment/exam schedule is firm and final.  If 
you arrive more than thirty minutes late for class on the day an assignment is due, we will deduct 10 
points from your grade for that assignment.  Otherwise, late work is not accepted and you will receive a 
zero for an assignment handed in after the end of the class period.  There are no exceptions to this rule – 
trust me, I mean this.   

The attached assignment/exam schedule is firm and final.  

LAPTOP USE IN LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS IS STRONGLY DISCOURAGED DUE TO MY 
MANY NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES WITH “MULTI-TASKING” (I.E., WEB-SURFING) STUDENTS 
WHO FAIL TO PAY ATTENTION IN CLASS AND WHO, MORE IMPORTANTLY, DISTRACT 
OTHERS WHO SIT IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THEM.  If you have a special requirement to use a 
laptop, please provide a note from Corner House (academic services) stating that you need to use one in 
class, not just for exams.    

Students having special needs regarding, or concerns about, the classroom environment are urged to come 
to Dr. Murphy’s or Dan Santos’ office to discuss the issue in question.  Office hours are listed on the first 
page but I (Dr. Murphy) generally keep my door open most of the time I am at the office.  If it is not my 
office hours, however, I would ask that you either make an appointment to see me during that time 



GEOG 016 – Introduction to Economic Geography  Fall 2017 
Murphy 
 

 4 

(especially if it is something we need to discuss in detail) or keep your visit very short and focused (i.e., a 
quick question). 

Clark University is committed to providing equal access to otherwise qualified students with disabilities 
who are able to effectively function in a rigorous campus-based liberal arts environment. Clark University 
follows the provisions under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. These civil rights laws maintain that no qualified individual with disabilities 
shall, solely on the basis of their disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity in higher education.  As for what 
constitutes a disability, please refer to the accessibility services website 
https://www2.clarku.edu/offices/aac/ada/index.cfm.   Students having disability documentation and 
wishing to have special accommodations made in this class should inform Dr. Murphy during the first two 
weeks of the semester. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic integrity is highly valued at Clark.  Research, scholarship and teaching are possible only in an 
environment characterized by honesty and mutual trust.  Academic integrity requires that your work be 
your own.  Because of the damage that violations of academic integrity do to the intellectual climate of the 
University, they must be treated with the utmost seriousness and appropriate sanctions must be imposed.  
As for what constitutes academic dishonesty and how it will be dealt with in this class, please refer to the 
College Board Procedure for Dealing with Accusations of Violation of Academic Integrity at 

http://www2.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm.   

 

Course schedule and assigned readings 

Week #1 (8/29/17 & 8/31/17) – Course introduction and syllabus review; The boundaries of economic 
geography, review of basic terms, and the concept of capitalism 

Week #2 (9/5/17 & 9/7/17) – World Economic-Geographical History and Introduction to Globalization 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Core-Periphery (9/5/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Globalization (for 9/7/17) 

Week #3 (9/12/17 & 9/14/17) – Locating economic activities #1 – Theoretical concerns and the basics 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Industrial Location (for 9/12/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Industrial Clusters (for 9/14/17) 

Week #4 (9/19/17 & 9/21/17) – Locating economic activities #2 – Agriculture and rural land use 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Consumption (for 9/21/17)  

 Discussion on the role of consumer activism in agriculture and natural resource industries 

Week #5 – EXAM #1 – TUESDAY 9/26/17 – MATERIAL FROM WEEKS 1-4 

Week #5/6 (9/28/17 & 10/3/17) - Locating economic activities #3 – Manufacturing industries 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Labor (for 10/3/17) 

 Discussion on labor issues in manufacturing industries  

 Industrial location essay assignment handed out on October 3 – it is due on October 17 

Week #6/7 (10/5/17 & 10/12/17) – Locating economic activities #4 – Service industries 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Financialization (for 10/5/17) 

https://www2.clarku.edu/offices/aac/ada/index.cfm
http://www2.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm
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 NO CLASS ON OCTOBER 10 – FALL BREAK 

 Discussion on tourism as a service industry 

Week #8 (10/17/17 & 10/19/17) – Technology and innovation   

 Industrial Location Essay Assignment due on 10/17/17 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Innovation (for 10/17/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Knowledge Economy (for 10/19/17) 

 Discussion on the creative class or information economy 

Week #9 (10/24/17 & 10/26/17) – Urban/regional economic development 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Regional Disparity (for 10/24/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Institutions (for 10/26/17) 

 Discussion on urban-regional development case study 

Week #10 - EXAM #2 – TUESDAY 10/31 – MATERIAL FROM WEEKS 5-9 

Week #10/11 (11/2/17, 11/7/17 & 11/9/17) – Flows and spatial organization of the world economy – trade, 
FDI, and value chains 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Global Value Chains (for 11/7/17) 

 Discussion on trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) issues 

 Geographies of globalization essay assignment handed out on November 7 – due November 28 

Week #12 (11/14/17 & 11/16/17) – The geographies of multinational or transnational corporations  

 Dicken reading – posted on Moodle (for 11/14 & 11/16/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – The Firm (for 11/16/17) 

 Discussion on the strategies of multinational corporations 

Week #13 - NO CLASS ON 11/21/17 & 11/23/17 – THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Week #14/15 (11/28/17, 11/30/17, & 12/5/17) – Economic geographies of development – Uneven 
development, sustainability, and accessibility in the space economy 

 Geographies of globalization essay due November 28 

 Summary of the World Bank’s Development 2009 Report: Reshaping Economic Geography – Overview 
2009  (for 11/28/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Sustainable Development (for 11/28/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Accessibility (for 11/30/17) 

 Aoyama, Murphy, and Hanson, 2010 – Gender (for 11/30/17) 

 Discussion on the economic geographies of accessibility or gender issues (12/5/17) 

Week #15 - EXAM #3 – THURSDAY 12/7 – MATERIAL FROM WEEKS 10-15 

 

 


