GEO 5934
Political Ecology
Fall 2015, Bellamy 317
Monday 9-11:30 
Instructor: Mary Lawhon
Office: Bellamy, Room 302
Office Hours: 
Email: mlawhon@fsu.edu
Course Description
This course offers an opportunity for students to explore, understand, and apply the theories and methods that political ecologists use to understand processes of negotiation and contestation over environmental “goods” as well as “bads”.  We will discuss the historical roots, epistemological orientations and contemporary applications as we try to understand:
1) What is political about ecologies?
2) How do political ecologists theorize the environment? Conflict, contestation and negotiation? Geography?
3) What does this mean for conservation, environmental management, and sustainable development?

These questions will be addressed through reading of texts, classroom discussion and individual work. 
Course Objectives
Objective 1: Students will be able to articulate the development of political ecological thought, particularly in the discipline of geography and situate contemporary work within this trajectory.

Evaluation: Students will be evaluated regarding this objective through class discussion and a reading reaction journal. 

Objective 2: Students will be able to identify key themes, scholars and approaches, as well as gaps in political ecological research. 

Evaluation: Students will be evaluated regarding this objective through class discussion and a final paper.

Objective 3: Students will be able to politicize contemporary environmental problems and practices with an awareness of their multiple sociomaterial causes.

Evaluation: Students will be evaluated regarding this objective through class discussion, a reading reaction journal, and a final assignment.

Required Readings
There is one required text for this course:

Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology: A critical introduction. John Wiley & Sons.

This text will be supplemented with journal articles indicated below.
Assignments and Grading
There are three grades for this course: participation, a weekly reading reaction journal, and a final paper.
All written assignments should use the following format: 12 point Times New Roman, double spaced, 1 inch margins.
Reading Reaction Journal: The reading reaction journal is a cumulative journal of reactions to all assigned readings.  The journal is not for summaries.  Each week’s response should be 1-2 pages and should (a) identify the major theme in the readings, and (b) discuss your reaction to the readings as a set. Journal entries are due before the first class of the week. 
25% of grade

One Final Paper: Each student will write an 8-10 page paper reviewing the literature in the style of either a review article (for something like Geography Compass) or the first half of an empirical journal article. A draft will be submitted for comment roughly a month before final submission; a final submission is due at the end of class.
50% of grade

Ongoing Class Participation: As a graduate course, participation in class discussions and is critical to your learning as well as the function and success of this course. 

25% of grade

Numeric grades on assignments will translate to letter grades on the following scale:

	92 to 100.0% = A
	77 to 79 = C+

	90 to 92 = A-
	73 to 76 = C

	87 to 89 = B+
	70 to 72 = C-

	83 to 86 = B
	60 to 69 = D

	80 to 82 = B-
	0 to 59 = F


Class Policies
Classroom Ground Rules: Every student deserves an academic environment in which they are free to intellectually explore and participate in discussion safely and comfortably.  All students are expected to abide by basic ground rules and avoid disparaging or inflammatory comments to their classmates.

University Attendance Policy: Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.

Late Work: Timely submission of assignments is key to the smooth functioning of the class. Reading reaction journals may not be submitted late. 
Academic Honor Policy: The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at: http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic-Honor-Policy)
Americans with Disabilities Act: Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class.

This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request. For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center
874 Traditions Way
108 Student Services Building
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice)
(850) 644-8504 (TDD)
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu
http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/
Syllabus Change Policy: Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.

Syllabus continues with course schedule on the following page. 

Course Schedule for Political Ecology
1. Origins (Aug 24)
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology: A critical introduction. John Wiley & Sons.

(Section 1, Chapter 1-4) 
2. Origins (Aug 31)
· O'Keefe, P., Westgate, K., & Wisner, B. (1976). Taking the naturalness out of natural disasters. Nature, 260, 566-567.
· Watts, M. 1983. On the poverty of theory: natural hazards research in context. In K. Hewitt (ed.) Interpretation of Calamity (Boston: Allen and Unwin), 23-62
· Blaikie, P. and H. Brookfield. 1987. Land Degradation and Society (London: Metheun),

Chaps 1 & 2.
· Peet, R., & Watts, M. (1993). Introduction: development theory and environment in an age of market triumphalism. Economic Geography, 227-253.
3. Science, Ecology and PE (Sept 14 (no class Sept 7))
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology: A critical introduction. John Wiley & Sons.

(Chapter 5) 
· Leach, M. and R. Mearns 1996. Challenging received wisdom in Africa. In M. Leach and R. Mearns (ed.) The Lie of the Land (pp. 1-33). Oxford and Portsmouth, NH. James Currey and Heinemann.
· Batterbury, S., Forsyth, T., & Thomson, K. (1997). Environmental transformations in developing countries: hybrid research and democratic policy. Geographical Journal, 163(2), 126-132.
· Turner, B. L., & Robbins, P. (2008). Land-change science and political ecology: similarities, differences, and implications for sustainability science. Annual review of environment and resources, 33, 295-316.
· Turner, M. D. (2015). Political ecology II Engagements with ecology. Progress in Human Geography, early view.
4. Marxist Approaches (Sept 21)
· Heynen, N., McCarthy, J., Prudham, S., & Robbins, P. (Eds.). (2007). Neoliberal environments: false promises and unnatural consequences. Routledge. Pp. 1-22.
· Mann, G. (2009). Should political ecology be Marxist? A case for Gramsci’s historical materialism. Geoforum, 40(3), 335-344.

· Loftus, A. (2009). The Theses on Feuerbach as a political ecology of the possible. Area, 41(2), 157-166.
· Bakker, K. (2010). The limits of ‘neoliberal natures’: Debating green neoliberalism. Progress in Human Geography, 34(6), 715-735.
5. Poststructural, Postcolonial and Feminist Approaches (Sept 28)
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology (Chapter 11)

· Escobar, A. (1998). Whose knowledge, whose nature? Biodiversity, conservation, and the political ecology of social movements. Journal of political ecology, 5(1), 53-82.
· Rocheleau, D., Thomas-Slayter, B., & Wangari, E. (2013). Feminist political ecology: Global issues and local experience. Routledge. (Intro pp 3-23).

· Elmhirst, R. (2011). Introducing new feminist political ecologies. Geoforum, 42(2), 129-132.

· Wainwright, J. (2005). The geographies of political ecology: after Edward Said. Environment and Planning A, 37, 1033-1043.
6. Socionature, materiality and actor-networks (Oct 5)
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology (Chapter 12)
· Castree, N. (2001). Intro to Social nature: Theory, practice, and politics. Oxford, Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers. (pp. 1-21).
· Bakker, K., & Bridge, G. (2006). Material worlds? Resource geographies and the matter of nature'. Progress in Human Geography, 30(1), 5-27.
· Holifield, R. (2009). Actor‐Network Theory as a Critical Approach to Environmental Justice: A Case against Synthesis with Urban Political Ecology. Antipode, 41(4), 637-658.
7. Agriculture and Forestry (Oct 12)
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology (Chapter 8)

· Carney, J. A. (1998). The role of African rice and slaves in the history of rice cultivation in the Americas. Human Ecology, 26(4), 525-545.

· Moseley, W. G. (2005). Global cotton and local environmental management: the political ecology of rich and poor small‐hold farmers in southern Mali. The Geographical Journal, 171(1), 36-55.
· Rocheleau, D., & Edmunds, D. (1997). Women, men and trees: Gender, power and property in forest and agrarian landscapes. World Development, 25(8), 1351-1371.
8. Wildlife and Conservation (Oct 19)
· Robbins, P. (2012). Political ecology (Chapter 9)

· Bassett, T. J. (2005). Card‐carrying hunters, rural poverty, and wildlife decline in northern Côte d’Ivoire. The Geographical Journal, 171(1), 24-35.
· Peluso, N. L. (1993). Coercing conservation?: The politics of state resource control. Global environmental change, 3(2), 199-217.
· Byrne, J., & Wolch, J. (2009). Nature, race, and parks: past research and future directions for geographic research. Progress in Human Geography. 33(6),  743–765.
9. First World PE (Oct 26)
· McCarthy, J. (2002). First World political ecology: lessons from the Wise Use movement. Environment and Planning A, 34(7), 1281-1302.

· Schroeder, R. A., Martin, K. S., & Albert, K. E. (2006). Political ecology in North America: discovering the Third World within?. Geoforum, 37(2), 163-168.

· Walker, P. A. (2003). Reconsidering ‘regional’political ecologies: toward a political ecology of the rural American West. Progress in Human Geography, 27(1), 7-24.

· Hinchliffe, S. (2008). Reconstituting nature conservation: towards a careful political ecology. Geoforum, 39(1), 88-97.

10. Urban PE (Nov 2)
· Swyngedouw, E. (1997). Power, nature, and the city. The conquest of water and the political ecology of urbanization in Guayaquil, Ecuador: 1880-1990. Environment and planning A, 29, 311-332.

· Swyngedouw, E., & Heynen, N. C. (2003). Urban political ecology, justice and the politics of scale. Antipode, 35(5), 898-918.

· Robbins, P., & Sharp, J. T. (2003). Producing and consuming chemicals: the moral economy of the American lawn. Economic Geography, 79(4), 425-451.
· Lawhon, M. (2013). Flows, friction and the sociomaterial metabolization of alcohol. Antipode, 45(3), 681-701.
11. Compassionate consumption (Nov 9)
· Goodman, M. K. (2004). Reading fair trade: political ecological imaginary and the moral economy of fair trade foods. Political Geography, 23(7), 891-915.

· Klooster, D. (2006). Environmental certification of forests in Mexico: the political ecology of a nongovernmental market intervention. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 96(3), 541-565.

· Bryant, R. L., & Goodman, M. K. (2004). Consuming narratives: the political ecology of ‘alternative’ consumption. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 29(3), 344-366.

· Hawkins, R. (2012). Shopping to save lives: Gender and environment theories meet ethical consumption. Geoforum, 43(4), 750-759.

12. New Directions (Nov 16)
· Robbins, Beyond Political Ecology (Ch 13)

· Turner, M. D. (2013). Political ecology I: An alliance with resilience? Progress in Human Geography, 
· Lawhon, M., Ernstson, H., & Silver, J. (2014). Provincializing urban political ecology: Towards a situated UPE through African urbanism. Antipode, 46(2), 497-516.
· Radcliffe, S. A., Watson, E. E., Simmons, I., Fernández-Armesto, F., & Sluyter, A. (2009). Environmentalist thinking and/in geography. Progress in Human Geography. 34(1): 98-116.
Weeks 13-14. Special topics: student selection (Nov 23, 30)
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